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Why Should Not 1? 


By Grant Colfax Tullar 


OME feet must bleed, 
Bruised and torn by rocks and thorns 
Which in their path unbidden lie. 
If any mortal can with grace endure 
Those things for which earth has no cure, 
Why should not I? 


Some backs are bent 

’Neath loads of never-ending care, 
Yet all is fair as they go by. 

If others then can bear their load 
And smile and sing along life’s road, 
Why should not I? 


Some eyes are dim — 

Each tear speaks silently of pain 
Known only to their God on high. 

If weeping ones can still be bold 

And carry sorrows never told, d 
Why should not I? 


Some heads are bowed— 

Shame and contumely they have borne 
With not a murmur nor a sigh. 

If others, then, can be so brave, 

As uncomplainingly they slave, 

Why should not I? 


Some souls are large — 

They have for grief but little heed; 

Brave souls are they ; souls that are high. 
If they can pass ’neath chast’ning rod, 
Keep hope undimmed, and-faith in God, 
Why should not I? 


Through strength divine, 

Come gain or loss, each one may win, 
For will not God His help supply ? 
*Tis written, ‘‘ Grace for ev’ry need 
Sufficient IS’? — you then may plead. 
Why should not I? 


we 
Archeology Corroborates Paul 


Archeology has never been known to 
contradict the Bible. Countless times it 
has brought striking evidence of the his- 
torical accuracy of the Bible. At the end 
of Paul’s Letter to the Romans he writes: 





“Erastus the chamberlain of the city salut- 
eth you.” Chamberlain meant Treasurer, 
and Paul was writing from Corinth, so 
he sent to the Christians at Rome the 
greetings of the Treasurer of the City of 
Corinth. Professor Dr. Ernest G. Sihler, 
the brilliant scholar in the field of the 
Greek and Latin Classics whose writings 
have enriched these columns, sends a strik- 
ingly valuable item bearing on this: “Dr. 
T. Leslie Shear (a former student of mine) 
of Princeton, the eminent archeologist, 
while conducting the excavations (1928-29) 
at Corinth found on an ancient pavement 
the following inscription: Erastus pro 
Aep. S. P. Stravit (‘Erastus, Procurator, 
Aedilis, sau pecunia stravit.’) ‘Erastus, 
Procurator, Aedile, laid the pavement at 
his own expense.’ Gallio, older brother of 
Seneca, was the Proconsul of Achaia under 
Nero (A. D. 54-68). Paul’s letter to Rome 
from Corinth, according to Zahn, was writ- 
ten about February A. D. 58, only six days 
before the great conflagration at Rome, 
July A. D. 64. It seems likely that Eras- 
tus himself had become a Christian.” 


— 
How Wide Is Our Horizon? 


Complacency is one of the Christian’s 
deadly enemies. Satisfaction with what 
we have done for God can sap the life 
and vigor of our Christian service. ‘Mar- 
shal Forward” was the name his soldiery 
gave to Field Marshal von Bluecher, the 
victor over Napoleon, and there was much 
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of the same fiery, onward-striving spirit 
in the great apostle to the Gentilés. He 
went on from city to city. His “settled 
pastorates” lasted only long enough to give 
his converts a reasonable start in the Chris- 
tian life. “I must also see Rome.” “I 
take my journey into Spain.” Ever the 
regions beyond! “Concentration” and 
classrooms would make slight appeal to 
him. His eagle eye envisaged continents, 
the evangelization of the world, When 
he had finished his salutations to the 
church at Rome and closed with the bene- 
diction, “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you,” he added in the next 
verse the greetings of his lieutenants in 
his evangelistic campaigns (Rom. 16: 20, 
21). It is significant that those he named 
were drawn from the three then known 
continents of the world. Timothy was 
from Lystra in Asia Minor; Lucius (of 
Cyrene) from Africa; and Jason of Thes- 
salonica, with Sosipater of Berea, from 
Europe. They were the firstfruits from 
each of the three continents of antiquity, 
recruits enlisted by Paul for the conquest 
of those continents. More of Paul’s spirit 
is needed today —rather, full yieldedness 
among Christians to the Spirit who filled 
Paul’s heart with love for the lost. Then, 
with Paul, we shall aim “to preach the 
gospel in the regions beyond,” and strive 
“to preach the gospel, not where Christ 
was named ... but as it is written, To 
whom he was not spoken of, they shall 
see: and they that have not heard shall 
understand” (Rom. 15: 21). 


5 4 


Why the Demon Returned 


had an evil spirit which voluntarily 
withdrew from him, and left him 

free for a time, but finally came back with 
seven other demons worse than himself? 
The account of such an experience is 
given by our Lord where he says: “When 
the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, 
he walketh through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he saith, I will 
return unto my house whence I came out. 
And when he cometh, he findeth it swept 
and garnished, Then goeth he, and taketh 
to him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself; and they enter in, and dwell 
there: and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first” (Luke 11: 24-26). 
Here is a vivid picture with a startling 
truth. It is a case of reformation, a pic- 
ture of a reformed life. The demon spirit 
had gone out of the man, but not by 
the power of God. It is an illustration 
of man’s effort in casting out some sinful 


H you ever heard of the man who 


habit; a man who has grown tired of 
sin and tries to reform his own life. It 
sets forth the experience of some one, 
who, under some religious impulse, tries 
to “turn over a new leaf,” and to this end 
he ceases to do the openly evil things and 
gives up the fiagrant sins. The demon 
withdrew so that the man might seem to 
make a profession of Christianity, but in 
his own strength and not by the power 
of God. When this kind of man is de-/ 
feated in his effort it will appear as though 
Christianity has failed and consequently 
bring discredit upon the cause of Christ. 
Notice, .when the evil spirit returned, 
he found the man’s life “swept and gar- 
nished,” or “swept and adorned.” Not only 
had some evil habit been swept out of 
his life, but his life was “adorned” by 
something of appealing appearance, even: 
as the Pharisees adorned their lives with 
religious performances. This is an example 
of a personal effort to reform one’s life, 
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and at the same time it is an example of 
our Saviour sounding a. great warning. 

The evil spirit, returning to the man, 
found his life not only “swept and gar- 
nished,” but, as the Gospel of Matthew 
states, the evil spirit found it “empty,” 
or as the Greek renders it, “unoccupied,” 
which emphasizes the fact that, while the 
evil spirit had gone out, Christ had not 
come into the man’s heart. The heart and 
life were “unoccupied” because never 
yielded’ to Christ. Consequently, there 
was none to save, no one to sustain and 
maintain the reformation. It was just a 
human effort without God in it. There 
was no life from God to surge through 
his soul, and no joy of salvation to glad- 
den his heart. It was a human endeavor 
without a looking to God for enabling 
grace and power. 

Some years ago, in passing through the 
Dry Belt in British Columbia, the writer 
saw an orchard of dead fruit trees. What 
folly it would be to take some beautiful, 
luscious fruit from another orchard and 
hang it on the branches of such trees. 
The trees would certainly be “adorned,” 
but they would still be dead, and not 
fruitbearing. Just in the same way, a 
life untouched by the life-giving power of 
God is still “dead in trespasses and sins.” 

Many have tried to reform their own 
lives: they have not only given up bad 
habits, but they have even joined a church 
and become prominent in church life, or 
have given themselves to moral and social 
reform activities, but still it was nothing 
more than a human effort — it was a case 
of hanging beautiful fruit on a dead tree. 
It may seem a lifelike profession, but it 
is superficial, and not a possession with 
its roots driven deep down into the love 
of God, and the redemptive work of the 
Lord Jesus on Calvary, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Then comes some sudden shock, some 
business misfortune, some great temptation, 
and the man discovers he has been relying 
on his own strength and that the founda- 
tion of his changed life was nothing but 
his own resolutions. When these failed, 
his own strength was utterly spent, and 
he had nothing to lean back upon, no rock 
foundation of God’s Truth, no “everlast- 
ing arms.” Such a man feels the shock 
of his spiritual failure, realizing that, with 
all his profession of Christianity, he had 
no real possession of Christ. Staggered 
by his overthrow and defeat, he cries, “It 
is no use trying, I have been bitterly dis- 
appointed, cruelly defeated, I cannot keep 
it up.” No, the battle is too strong for 
him, the enemy is too subtle, and he has 
not known the happy, soul-satisfying ex- 
perience of resting on the sure promise 
of God, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
Consequently, he becomes - discouraged to 
the limit and gives up his profession, he 
gives up the prayer meeting, he gives up 
the church services, and the church, which 
once counted on his presence, now sees 
him no more. This is one reason why 
there are so many “backsliders”: they 
have backslidden from a “profession,” and 
not so much from a “possession.” 

This crushing, heart-breaking defeat 
might have been avoided had this man 
experienced regeneration instead of refor- 
mation, The Scripture that heads this 
editorial sets forth the utter worthlessness 
of self-reformation, whereas the record 
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of the conversation of our Lord: with Nico- 
demus shows that: the only way. to sal- 
vation and victory lies through the. abso- 
lutely necessary experience of the New 
Birth.. What the dead tree needs is not 
nice fruit tied on its branches, but NEW 
LIFE, and then it will bear the fruit 
of the new life. What men and women 
need is the new birth, the new life from 
God: “And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 
17:3). This new life comes as we re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus, who is the life. “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become [to be born] the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, bet of God” (John 1:12, 13). 
In this way only are men and women 
made “partakers of the divine nature.” As 
the fruit ef the tree corresponds to the 
life of the tree; so the lives of Christians 
are to correspond to the divine life. This 
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life is not inherited or emulated, neither 


can it be imitated; it is the life of God 
freely imparted at the new beginning, the 
new birth. 

Had the life of this man, out of whom 
the demon went, been yielded to God, the 
Holy Spirit would have indwelt him and 
imparted grace, and power, and victory, 
and joy; and the evil spirit would never 
have been able to speak of the man’s life 
as “my house.” Though the evil spirit 
had gone out, he still calls the man his 
house. Matthew Henry says, “The house 
is swept, but it is not washed .. . the 
leprosy is in the wall, and will be until 
something. more is done.” 

Notice what happened when the evil 
spirit returned: he found the man’s house, 
—his earthly tabernacle, his life, — empty, 
unoccupied; “then goeth he, and taketh to 
him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself; and. they enter in, and: dwell 
there: and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first.” What an appalling 

(Concluded on page 603) 
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Why Bother About 
the End of the World? 


Your editorials and articles occasionally 
stress too much the end of the world. Why 
should a Christian care when the world 
ends? Why should a Christian be con- 
cerned about such things? Christ came to 
show us how to hive, not how nor when to 
die. If we are Christians we are ready 
to die and leave this world any old time, 
for as Christians we are living correctly, 
continually, and therefore have no time nor 
energy to waste on thoughts of dying.— 
An Illinois reader. 

When God is so interested in any subject 
that he has a great deal to say to us about 
it, is it not well for us to be “concerned 
about such things’? The Word of God 
tells us not only how to live but also how 
to die. It tells us a great deal about the 
life after this. We rob ourselves of bless- 
ings that God would give us if we do not 
search the Scriptures and learn from him 
all that he would have us know in such 
matters, 

This reader, apparently, makes the com- 
mon mistake of confusing the end of the 
age with the end of the world. This mis- 
take arises from an inaccurate transiation, 
in both the Authorized and the Revised 
Versions of the Bible, of Matthew 28: 20 
and similar passages. When our Lord 
said to his disciples, “I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world,” the Greek 
shows that he said, “even unto the con- 
summation of the age,’—as the margin 
of. the Scofield Reference Bible and of 
the American Standard Version point. out. 
The promised and therefore certain return 
of the Lord to this earth will mark the 
consummation of the age —not the end of 
the world, 

There are more than 300 references to 
the Lord’s return throughout the New Tes- 
tament; surely this fact alone should be 
enough to convince every Christian that 
God wants vs to study and be informed 
about “that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ” 


(Titus 2:13). The 


Scriptures are filled with inspired and in- 
fallible statements revealing the signs of 
the end of the age and the second coming 
of Christ, and these signs are now being 
fulfilled increasingly, with amazing pre- 
cision, before our eyes, showing that the 
Lord’s return is near. We cannot under- 
stand current events, we cannot read the 
daily newspaper intelligently, unless we 
are “concerned about these things” and re- 
ceive the light that only God’s Word can 
give us. 

Furthermore, the Christian who is con- 
cerned about the end of the age does not 
fix his thoughts upon dying, but on some- 
thing much better — going to be with the 
Lord without tasting. of death. As some one 
has said, “I am not looking for the under- 
taker, but for the Uptaker.” Let us never 
forget that a whole generation of Chris- 
tians will pass from this present life to 
the life beyond without the experience of 
death. ‘We shall not all sleep [or die], 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump,” writes Paul in- his wonderful res- 
urrection chapter (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). 
Again, he explains that those who have 
died trusting in Christ as their Saviour 
will be raised from the dead when the 
Lord returns, and “then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). What 
a wonderfully comforting message this is 
in the midst of the.tribulation, sorrow, af- 
fliction, suffering, and death in this pres- 
ent world! We miss its comfort if we do 
not know about it. No wonder the apostle 
closes that chapter with the heartening in- 
junction: “Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words.” 

A valuable and revealing little book is 
well worth every Christian’s reading: 
“Progress in the Life to Come,” by Dr. 
James M. Gray (50 cents, from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia). 
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A War Veteran's Conversion 


How the Good Seed sown nineteen years ago has 
just recently borne fruit 


in Belgium 
By Edith F. Norton 














was drawing to its close as we 

neared the Mission building at 
Charleroi. It was a Sunday, and this our 
first visit to the provinces after our re- 
turn from America. We entered the gate- 
way with Mr. Chatelain, the director of 
the work at this post, and were confronted 
by a man evidently waiting to greet us. 
“This friend,” said Mr. Chatelain, “is the 
President of the ‘Merchant’s Market’ and 
greatly aids us in our market meetings, 
—he is also one of your very old friends, 
being one of the soldiers you reached with 
the Gospel during the war.” That man’s 
face expressed an undisguised joy at the 
meeting, and after a few words we passed 
into the hall together, and the service 
was begun. A whispered word had warned 
us that this man was not yet a Christian, 
although nineteen years before he had re- 
ceived a Testament from us and had also 
received our letters while at the front. 

The messagé was given, and an invita- 
tion to accept Christ put to the audience. 
Out of the assembled two hundred and 
fifty, —— most were Christians but some 
were not,—at last one woman arose; 
then another appeal, and just before us 
the ex-soldier arose. It was for him we 
had been waiting and praying. After the 
meeting he grasped our hands, his face 
working with deep feeling. “Just think,” 
he said, “the ‘good seed’ sown during the 
war has at last borne fruit today in my 
conversion after nineteen years!” 

Later on he wrote us, and that letter 
carried us back across the years to the 
offices in Buckingham Street, Strand, Lon- 
don, when such letters by the hundreds, — 
yes, in their aggregate, thousands, — used 
to come from our Belgian soldiers. How 
familiar was the phraseology, and although 
this was a mature man writing, yet he 
became again our little Belgian soldier, 
pouring out his heart with unaffected and 
touching simplicity. 


The Letter to His “Dear Parents” 


“The Lord alone knows how you dwelt 
in my thoughts during. those long days 
of the war when often I was at death’s 
door. Again in 1928 I wrote you, although 
I was not converted, and subscribed for 
the Mission paper Notre Esperance. A\l- 
ways since the war I have had such a 
longing to see you again, for during that 
sad time you were like dear parents to 
me, giving me consolation and encourage- 
ment by the gifts and Gospel teaching you 
administered to me. It would seem that 
God withheld from me the joy of conver- 
sion until it could come to me through your 
hands, who had sown the good seed in 
my heart nineteen years before. I cannot 
call you M. and Mme. Norton, —you are 
my dear parents, and as such I must ever 
address you. Pray for my wife and grown 
son, who is socn to be married. And 
now good-by, dear, very dear parents. I 
embrace you and thank you again for the 


A LOVELY day of a Belgian summer 





On their return to Belgium a few 
months ago, Mr. and Mrs. Norton had 
the great joy of seeing one man saved 
to whom they had given a Testament 
during the War. In this article Mrs. 
Norton tells the story of his conver- 
sion, and also the stories of several 
others recently led to Christ through 
the Belgian Gospel] Mission. As was 
reported in the Times for September 
8, Mr. Norton is seriously ill following 
an operation performed last month. 
As this issue goes to press he is still 
very ill, and the prayers of Times 
readers are earnestly desired for Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton. Gifts for the work 
should be sent to C. G. Trumbull, 
Treasurer, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 








great consolation you have brought to 
me, and will never cease to pray that 
you may be kept everywhere, and at each 
moment.”—J. L. 

Giving Up the Movies and Liquor 

A.later letter from Mr. Chatelain gives 
us good news of this brother. “For eight- 
een months,” he writes, “Mr. L. had been 
attending our meetings, but without de- 
ciding for Christ. Now he is radiant with 
joy, and tells me he has no more desire 
for the cinema or for drink. He is an 
exceedingly active and energetic man, and 
will do all in his power to lead others 
to Christ. He also has a remarkable un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures. He has 
already been successful in bringing his 
wife to the meetings, and also his son 
and fiancée, and they have asked me to 
bless their marriage, after the civil. cere- 
mony.” 

From other. parts of the field conver- 
sions are reported of an unusual character. 
One such story came to us recently from 
Mr. Keller in charge of the posts of Deur 
and Warquignies. This is the mining 
region of Belgium, and many of the at- 
tendants at our meetings are miners. Last 
May, Paturages, which is near by, was 
the scene of one of the worst mining 
disasters of. recent years when fifty-seven 
men, miners and their would-be rescuers, 
were killed by an explosion of gases. 
Among the number killed were some whom 
we know to have been children of God, 
and one of these men had found Christ 
in our hall but forty-eight hours before 
he met death in the mine. It was his 
first visit to our hall. In the same place 
in which he had so recently found his 
Saviour, the widow afterward asked us 
to hold a funeral service in his memory, 
although his poor body had hours before 
been consumed by the fiery furnace in the 
center of the: mine in which the catas- 
trophe occurred. Three hundred peorle, 
many unconverted, gathered together to 
hear the Gospel proclaimed on this occa- 
sion, 

Another worker writes of the conver- 
sion of a family under most unusual, yes, 


providential circumstances. It was in the 
village of H. where this worker. was. hold- 
ing market meetings. Most energetically 
he had covered this village, selling Scrip- 
tures and papers and holding interviews, 
and now open-air meetings, all. with -in- 
different success. But God was prepar- 
ing a precious harvest. A woman stopped 
to listen to the speaker at a market meeting. 
Amid the shouts of the surrounding 
hawkers and vendors, it was not altogether 
easy to grasp the purport of the Gospel 
message; she had encountered these Prot- 
estants before, and was almost inclined 
to purchase a New Testament; then she 
decided against it and passed on. But God 
was working. A little later one of the 
church members at A., a man with little 
learning, crossed her path and witnessed 
to her. Still another Christian brother, 
meeting her son, invited him to our meet- 
ings. The husband of this woman and 
her married daughter held out indignantly 
against the mother and son, but now, won- 
der of wonders, all are out for Christ, — 
mother, father, son, and daughter. The 
father was the last to yield. At a prayer 
meeting held in their house, our worker 
suddenly heard his voice uplifted, “Mr. 
C., I do now accept the Lord Jesus for 
my Saviour!” Since the conversion of 
this family, five meetings have been held 
in their home and about fifty people -were 
present from the village. An open-air 
meeting was held recently in this. village, 
with this newly converted father heading 
the group of forty witnesses. “Let us stop 
for a meeting just here in front of this 
drinking establishment that I used to fre- 
quent,” he suggested to the group, “I want 
them to know what Jesus has done for 


” 


me. 


Reminders of Satanic Opposition 


We are aware, perhaps as never before, 
of the malignity of the foe whose strong- 
hold we have assaulted here in Belgium, 
and Satan fails not to remind us in mani- 
fold and searching ways of his « pposition to 
our message. The new converts are made 
to suffer in trying ways, —through family 
and community opposition, through clerical 
abuse, through innuendo and _ calumny, 
through boycotting and social ostracism. 
Sometimes Satanic persecution of these 
new converts takes a more direct form, 
especially where there has been a yield- 
ing to the influence of evil spirits in their 
days of sin and worldliness. A woman at 
the post of M. was converted a_ short 
time ago. This was her testimony re- 
cently given: 

“I have been converted,” she said, “but 
I still have terrible conflicts with the 
powers of darkness. It sometimes happens 
that it is absolutely impossible for me 
to read the Bible and to pray. I cannot 
tell you how awful the nights often are 
for me. Satan attacks me. again and 
again in a frightful way. Often I almost 


(Concluded on page 603) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all ine world 








By Ernest Gordon 

















HE Rocket Turns Earthward.—In 

May, 1933, more than a year ago, a 

committee was formed in Chicago to 
press upon the churches the conclusions of 
the Rockefeller-Hocking Report. “ ‘Re- 
thinking Missions’ is potential leaven,” it 
was explained. “To do effective work it 
must become embedded in the thought of 
the local churches.” A national committee 
with a long list of well-known names was 
formed; commissioners were appointed to 
visit the major cities of the country, “their 
expenses being provided for”; “Re-think- 
ing Missions” was reduced in price from 
$2 to 50 cents, and a résumé of “the monu- 
mental report” was prepared for laymen 
by Stanley High and sold even more 
cheaply. A corps of volunteer speakers 
was also planned, — educators, clergymen, 
professional and business men, to address 
meetings and lead discussion groups. The 
grand objective was stated to be: “To 
encourage the churches in America to set 
free and encourage the Boards to set free 
and encourage the missionaries to set free 
and encourage the national churches and 
Christians to set Christ free and let him 
have free course.” 

A year has passed. What has happened? 
Nothing! The whole drive has proved a 
dud. It has been treated by the Christian 
public with an indifference verging on con- 
tempt. 

Modernism has been. greatly successful 
in “capturing” seminaries, colleges, and de- 
nominational machinery. But it has not 
corralled the mass of membership in our 
churches. Nor will it. “The tremendous 
interest exhibited throughout the country” 
in the Rockefeller Report was the purely 
newspaper interest which Rockefeller pub- 
licity gave to it. It was a factitious thing 
which has passed out of the thought of 
people as most newspaper alarum so 
quickly does. 

Hymn books can be carried off from 
church pews. It is another thing to run 
away with the church building. 


American Lutheranism.—In 50 cities of 
the United, States the Lutherans are the 
largest Protestant denomination. Among 
these cities are Albany, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Dubuque, Duluth, Detroit, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Toledo, and Wilkes- 
Barre. In 28 cities they are the second 
largest denomination, the list including 
Cleveland, New York, San Francisco, and 
Tacoma. This body of Christians is little 
affected by the New Unitarianism which 
is plaguing other denominations. 

Lutherans are first in number in eight 
States, — Michigan 199,694, Minnesota 
483,905, Montana 19,339, Nebraska 130,826, 
North Dakota 134,424, Pennsylvania 604,- 
—- South Dakota 90,190, Wisconsin 484,- 
348. 


Student Soul-Winners.—Eighty-five un- 
dergraduates of Cambridge University, both 
men. and women, have held a ten days’ 
evangelistic campaign in the manufactur- 


ing city of Oldham, England. Open-air 
meetings have been held nightly at twelve 
places, where crowds varying from 75 to 
300 have listened to the testimony of these 
students regarding their own Christian ex- 
perience. Dinner-hour meetings have also 
been held in factories; hospitals, schools, 
and centers of the unemployed have been 
visited, and 3,000 children have been gath- 
ered nightly to listen to Bible stories, “The 
city has been strangely moved.” 


Among Indian Marauders.—The Lakher 
Pioneer Mission, working on the borders 
of India and Burma, reports a week-by- 
week ingathering during the past year. 
Over 600 new persons have enrolled among 
the Christian “learners,” and more than 
130 were baptized in 1933. Meetinghouses 
are going up in new villages. 

And in the old days? As late as 1917 a 
raid was undertaken by a near-by village 
which brought in a number of captives. 
Twenty-eight of the men were hacked to 
pieces as human sacrifices. In that village 
there is today a church house built by 
the people. Thirty copies of the New Tes- 
tament are read daily by those who have 
taught themselves to read from the Chris- 
tian paper, The Bugle Call. “It is a very 
fine community of Christians, and from 
time to time we sit down with them at 
the Lord’s Supper. Two of these converts 
go as evangelists to other villages.” 


A new Christ-ward movement in the 
Chinese army is reported by Mr. Gibson 
of the English Methodist Mission in Hu- 
nan. General Wang Yu-san is.a divisional 
commander, and when it is necessary oc- 
cupies the pulpit of the Methodist church 
in Changsha. He has 2,000 troops under 
him and has formed Bible classes and holds 
preaching services among them. During 
the summer months six hundred men may 
be found sitting for an hour listening to 
the Gospel. On Sunday morning a com- 
pany marches into the Methodist church 
and joins lustily in “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.” They follow the Scripture 
reading in their own Testaments, which 
they pull from their tunic pockets. No 
parade service in England could be more 
orderly. The 120 officers of Wang Yu- 
san’s regiment are formed into three groups, 
and each group takes a month’s study in 
the Christian religion. 

Of one of these officers the following is 
told. He was captured by Communists 
and bound for execution. To the execu- 
tioner who approached him with dripping 
sword he said, “Give me a moment in which 
to say ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,’ for 
if you kill the body you cannot the spirit.” 

“Oh,” said the executioner, “you have 
eaten foreign doctrine.” 

“Yes,” came the answer, “I believe in 
Jesus Christ.” 

The Communist thought a moment, low- 
ered his sword, and said, “It is not men 
like you we are after. You may go.” 

“From that moment,” said the officer, “I 


dedicated my life to God’s service, and am 
working for him in the army.” 


The Reformation in Quebec. 
L’Aurore, the organ of French-Canadian 
Protestantism, prints from time to time 
“Abjurations,” statements sent by new 
Protestants to their former bishop - an- 
nouncing their secession from the Church 
of Rome. The following to the Bishop 
of Chicoutimi is an example. 

“Dear Sir: Having had the good for- 
tune a year ago of obtaining the Holy 
Scriptures, which contain the teaching of 
Jesus Christ and of his apostles, and hav- 
ing read the same with care and meditation, 
we the undersigned are convinced before 
God that the Church of Rome, in which 
we were bred, has concealed the truth from 
us by denying us the reading of the Word 
of God. Instead it has taught us the fab- 
rications of men, purgatory, the mass, in- 
dulgences, papal infallibility, and many 
others not to be found in the doctrine: of 
Christ. We have also discovered that the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, made once for all 
on Calvary, suffices for the salvation of 
every believer; that in this life, too, one 
receives eternal life by faith in Jesus, to- 
gether with the assurance that one is free 
from all condemnation. 

“This is the reason why it is impossible 
for us to remain longer in any relation 
whatever to the Church of Rome. We re- 
spectfully ask you to erase our names from 
your register. From now on we recognize 
only the Church of Jesus Christ, of which 
he is corner stone and every regenerate 
soul a living stone.” 

This courageous statement, combining a 
clear witness to the saving power of Christ 
and an exposure of Rome’s errors, was 
signed by twenty-seven people. 





Jesuit Thoroughness.—The Jesuits have 
a college at Heythrop, Chipping Norton, 
England. The Bellarmine Society at this 
college attends to press propaganda. In 
a circular this society says: “Composed 
as it is of theological professors and stu- 
dents, and having an extensive library, the 
Bellarmine Society will often be able to 
give help to those who wish to see the 
Catholic case fairly presented. An experi- 
ence of nine years enables the Society to 
discriminate between attacks and to decide 
when and where a reply is most opportune. 
Press cuttings with name of = publication 
and date should be forwarded to us with- 
out delay.” 


Brief Notes.—The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church has a self-supporting mis- 
sionary in China, a Miss Johnson, who for 
thirty-six years has labored on the field 
without salary and without furlough. She 
is often out for a month at a time evan- 
gelizing. .. . An alarming advance of 
anti-Semite propaganda is reported from 
the Union of South Africa as a result of 
German Nazi literature. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 1. 








OCTOBER 7. FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 15; printed text: verses 1-16 


Golden Text.—Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, 
, NO more can ye, except ye abide in me.—John 15:4 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is John 15 : 1-16 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me 
~ ye can do nothing. ; 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in.you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be my disciples, 

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue 
ye in my love. 

10 If ye keep my. commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you. 

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. 

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all 
things that I have heard of my Father I have made known untc you. 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 


& % 


: AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh. it away: 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it. may 
bear more fruit. 3 Already ye are clean because of the word which 
I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you., As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the Vine; so 
neither can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bear- 
eth much fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing, 6 If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein tis my Father glori- 
fied, *that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. 
9 Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide 
ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide 
in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full. 12 This 
is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do the things 
which I command you. 15 No longer do I call you ® servants; for 
the *servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I heard from my Father I have 
made known unto you. 16 Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, 
and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he may give it you. : 


10Or, was. *Many ancient authorities read, that ye bear 
much fruit, and be my disciples. *Gr., bondservants. ‘*Gr., 
bondservant. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson ‘ 


66 DID not know it meant that to be 
| a Christian.” This was the exclama- 
tion of an Indian Christian in Cen- 
tral America after L. L. Legters had 
given a talk on a Christian’s union with 
Christ. It was in the open air near a 
tree that had been split open by lightning. 
Mr. Legters told: of the vine and branches, 
and pointed out. that the branches on that 
tree went down into the heart of. the 
tree. The Indian Christian said to him: 
“I thought being a Christian meant ac- 
cepting Christ and he forgave your sins, 
and when you died you would go to 
Heaven. But I did not know he was that 
close to me. Why, I never couid sin 
again. Oh, yes, I could. But you know 
what I mean, I couldn’t.” It is well that 
this series of studies in the Christian life 
should begin with this foundation truth 
of union with Christ. It is the most prac- 
~ tical reality of the Christian life. 


The Historical Setting 


The farewell message of our Lord to 
his inner circle of eleven disciples was 
given after the Supper on Thursday eve- 
ing, probably April 6, A. D. 30, the night 
before his crucifixion. 


Verse by Verse 

John 15: 1.—I am the true vine. “True” 
in the sense of “real.” The earthly vine, 
like the earthly bread, is a shadow and 
type of the unseen spiritual reality (2 Cor. 
4:18). 

Verse 2.—Every branch in me that bear- 
eth not fruit he taketh away. Fruitbearing 
is the test of vital relation with the vine. 
Those professing to belong to Christ, par- 
taking of his blessing and a measure of 
his power, but bearing no fruit of the 
Spirit, are not his, and like Judas are 
taken away from all association with 
Christ. It is true also that Christians 
may be comparatively fruitless (1 Cor. 3: 
15). He purgeth it. Pruning away the 
useless things; the process may be pain- 
ful. 


Verse 3.—Now ye are clean. Cleansed 
from sin, in the sense that Judas was not 
clean (13:10, 11). Through the word. 
Salvation is by the blood, through faith 
in the Word of Christ (cf. Eph. 5: 26). 

Verse 4.—Abide in me, and I in you. 
You are now in me; stay where you are. 
This is the heart of the Christian life — 
union with Christ. Our responsibility is 
“be filled with the Spirit” by faith. 

Verse 6.—Ilf a man abide not in me. 
As blessed as is the fruit of abiding, so 
dreadful is the result of not abiding. It 
is a choice of life or death. Cast forth 
... withered ... burned. The fate of 


fruitless branches is a figure of the fate of 
those who are apart from Christ (cf. Ezek. 
15: 1-5). 

Verse 7.—My words abide in you, His 
words control our lives. Ask what ye will. 
The word for “ask” implies requesting 
something that is our due, because. we are 
in him, 

Verse 8.—Herein is my Father glorified. 
Not made more glorious, which is not 
possible, but his glory is manifested 
through us, even as God’s character was 
revealed through Christ. That ye bear 
much fruit. The fruit of Christlikeness, 
resulting in making Christ known and 
transforming others, is all the work of the 
Father, and glorifies him. 


Verse 9.—As the Father hath loved me. 
Note the relation of love to abiding, fruit- 
bearing, prayer. So have I loved you. 
What a “so” this is, explaining the “so” 
of John 3:16. Continue ye in my love. 
The same as the word “abide.” 


Verse 10.—If ye keep my commandments. 
Obedience is the evidence of love. See 
cemment on verse 14. 


Verse 12,—That ye love one another. 
This commandment includes all others. As 
I have loved you. A new standard. and 
a high one indeed. 


Verse 13.—Lay down his life for his 
friends. This is what our Lord is about 
to do. When his love is shed abroad in 
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our hearts then we also will lay down our 
lives (Rom. 5:5). 


Verse 14.—Ye are my friends. Abiding 


in intimate fellowship. Jf ye do whatso- 
ever I command you. Not that we pur- 
chase his friendship by law-keeping, but 
we thus give evidence that we are his. 


Verse 15.—I call you not servants, That 
is, in the sense in which he is now speak- 
ing. We are, from other standpoints, his 
bondservants (v. 20; Rom. 1:1). All 
things that I have heard of my Father I 
have made known. A friend holds nothing 
back from his friend (Gen. 18:17; Isa. 
41:8; Jas. 2: 23). 

Verse 16.—Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you, What assurance it 
gives to know that salvation is all of 
grace; he began the work; he will com- 
plete it! (Phil. 1:6; 1 John 4:10, 19.) 
Ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit. He ordained that we should 
be conformed to the image of his Son 
(Rom. 8: 28, 29). Whatsoever ye ask... 
he may give it you. God’s mighty working 
will continue through those joined to 
Christ, in response to their prayer (14: 
$a;:.33). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Salvation means union with Christ. Sal- 
vation begun, continued, completed, is 
union with Christ by the new birth given 
by the Spirit at conversion, by the indwell- 
ing and fullness of the Spirit in present 
living, by complete union with God in 
Christ when we receive our resurrection 
bodies. Transformation of life for many a 
Christian has come when he first believed 
the fact stated in Galatians 2:20 and 
matchlessly illustrated by the vine and the 
branches: Christ liveth in me. Chris- 
tians need to abide. day by day, and 
grow in the things of God. But the first 
and great need of most Christians is not 
more of what they have, but an utterly 
new thing. They need a crisis. What is 
it? It is not something additional to sal- 
vation that God should do for us, but a 
recognition of what God has done and is 
doing. For children of God who have 
contrite hearts and are willing to yield 
completely to Christ, believing is simply 
thanking God that Christ is living within 
and is supplying every need, and believing 
it because God says it. 


Lesson Outlines 
UNION witH CHRIST 


1. Possible through Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 


2. Possessed through our repentance 
and faith. 


3. Practiced. by abiding in fellowship. 

4. Producing fruit of Christlikeness. 

5. Propagated by winning others to this 
fellowship. 
Our FELLowsHip —Wuat It MEANS 

(1 John 1: 3) 

1. Entering into feilowship at the new 
birth—born of the Spirit. 

2. Realizing its abiding meaning — 
filled with the Spirit. 

3. Bible study and prayer. 

4. Hindrances to fellowship. 


5. Results of fellowship in character 
and service. 


¥ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteerth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 


John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
) eer tT re Tere »--Acts 8 : 26-39 


wo 


. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3: 14-21 
4. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 
of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to 5:21 
November 4.—Christian Growth. 
Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 
6. November 11.—The Christian Citizen 
(Armistice Day) ...... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
7. November 18.— The Christian as 
Church Member. 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2: 41-47 
. November 25.—The Christian Steward. 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
. December 2.—The Christian as Witness. 
1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10 


” 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Holy Spirit. God the Father has 
given all things to the Son (John 16:15). 
He has given the Son to us, and with 
him all things (Rom. 8:32). He has 
given us the Holy Spirit, who takes of 
the things of Christ and reveals them unto 
us (John 16:14). When we take Christ 
as Saviour, we are born of the Spirit, in- 
dwelt by the Spirit, sealed with the Spirit, 
have the witness of the Spirit, and we are 
baptized into the body of Christ by the 
Spirit (1 Cor, 12:13). Thus is our union 
with Christ accomplished. We are then 
to walk in the Spirit, led by the Spirit, 
filled with the Spirit, bearing the fruit 
of the Spirit, exercising the gifts of the 
Spirit. 

First John. An inspired and glorious 
commentary on the fifteenth of John, and 
on the whole farewell message of Christ, 
is the first Epistle of John. It. is the book 
on fellowship and abiding. Notice the 
remarkable parallel expressions in First 
John as a commentary on fellowship: fel- 
lowship with the Father and the Son; 
walking in the light; keeping his com- 
mandments; loving one another; doing the 
will of God; not sinning; doing the things 
pleasing to God; believing that Jesus is 
the Son of God. We are spoken of as 
abiding in Christ, in light, in the Father, 
in love, in the Spirit; the things spoken 
of as abiding in us include: the message 
heard from the beginning, the anointing of 
the Spirit, eternal life, the love of God, 
God himself. 

Other Special Topics. Christ’s Farewell 
Message. Men Who Lived the Abiding 
Life. Romans 6 to 8. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Let us be sure we are in Christ. It is 
terribly possible to be a professing Chris- 
tian and not’ be born again. 

Hindrances to fellowship with Christ. 
Unconfessed _ sin. Worldly practices. 
Worldly companions. Holding on to: doubt- 
ful things. Bitterness toward others. Lack 
of love. A critical spirit. Neglect of 
prayer and Bible study. Neglect of soul- 





1QOne of the greatest practical. commentaries 
on the ‘vine and the branches ever written 
on the life of victory and abiding is the recent 
book by Dr. ard Mrs. Howard Taylor: “Hud- 
son Taylor’s Spiritual Secret.” (so cents and 
$1; China Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia.) 


September 29, 1934: 


winning and foreign mission interest. Lack 
of faith. Indifference to foreign missions. 
Laziness. Neglect of church worship. Ab- 
sorption in Christian activities, 


Keep the “Morning Watch.” Our Quiet 
Time should: be sweet fellowship with 
Christ in prayer and Bible study, in medi- 
tation, in listening to his voice. 


Obey! Instant obedience when we know 
the will of the Lord is a necessity for 
continual abiding and growing. 


Have we a passion for missions? Christ 
had. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
Spell “abide” with four letters: obey. 


“But are you always conscious of abid- 
ing in Christ?” Hudson Taylor was once 
asked. “While sleeping last night,” he 
replied, “did I cease to abide in your home 
because I was unconscious of the fact? 
We should never be conscious of not abid- 
ing in Christ.” | 


Is our fellowship with Christ more real 
than our fellowship with our dearest friend, 
and do we evidence it by the attention we 
give to him? 


The men of great fellowship with Christ 
have without exception been men mighty 
in prayer, mighty in God’s Word, mighty 
in deeds, mighty in -humility, mighty in 
love. 


It is not struggle, but yield; it is not 
try, but trust. 


C. G. Trumbull was convicted of his 
need of a new view of Christ by this 
opening sentence of a sermon: “The re- 
sources of the Christian life, my friends, 
are just Jesus Christ.” + 


Cotumsia, S.C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


e@ 
HAT is the key word of John 15, and 
how many times is it used in one form 
or another therein? 

2. Does the branch select the vine, or does 
the vine select the branch —in the spiritual 
sense? Answer with Scripture. 

3. How does our Lord connect death with 
fruitfulness ? 

4. In what two ways did our Lord say 
that he was revealing himself as the friend 
of the disciples? 

5. In what ways are we to show our friend- 
ship for Christ? 

6. What is meant by union with Christ, 
and how is it accomplished? 

7. Does Christ live in us by the Holy 
Spirit, or does he himself dwell in our hearts ? 

8. What fruit doés a Christian bear when 
he abides in Christ? 

9. How are we to abide in Christ? Give 
three brief answers. 

10. What place did our Lord give prayer 
in fruitbearing ? 


‘Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 602. ‘ 





1“The Life that Wins” is a pamphlet set- 
ting forth this view of Christ as our Life. 
(The Sunday School Times, 325 N. Thirteenth 
St., Philadelphia, 2 cents each.) 
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Lesson. for October 7 


The Illustration Round Table 


Avs readers are invited to send illustrations 


for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. . But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 


The Clock Example.—Abide in me, and 
I im you (Golden Text). Mr. D. L. 
Moody used to tell a story concerning 
a clock that was in his dining room which 


. had been given to him by a lady who 


was very much afraid that if she became 
a Christian she could not keep on follow- 
ing the Lord. Mr. Moody said, “That 
clock ticks one tick at a time. During 
the week the ticks total millions, but the 
clock is not concerned with the millions 
but with the next tick. The lady afterward 
sent Mr. Moody the clock as a present 
for the lesson she had learned. Moment 
by moment kept in his love—From The 
Christian Herald (London). Sent by E. 
M,. James, Toronto, 


Not a Guest.—Abide in me, and I in you 
(Golden Text). A little girl of five had 
just asked grace at table. “Come, Lord 
Jesus, be our guest,” when, suddenly turn- 
ing to her mother, she said, “But, Mother, 
I donot want Jesus to be our guest.” “Why, 
dear?” demanded her horrified parent. 
“Well, a guest is one who comes only 
sometimes,” said the child. “I want Jesus 
to be here all the time.”—From the Moody 
Monthly. (Will. the sender of this illus- 
tration please write to the Editors?) 


What Abiding Is Not.—Abide in me, 
and I in you (Golden Text). When Horace 
Bushnell was an old man he met a young 
man one Monday morning hurrying away 
to the ministers’ meeting. Asking»for the 
subject of the. meeting, he was told that 
it was, “Abiding in Christ.” “It.is a good 
subject,” said the old man, “but remem- 
ber that abiding in Christ is not basking 
in “Christ.” Abiding is growing.—From 
Peloubet’s Select Notes. Sent by Mrs. 
J. S. Rosenbaum, Yakima, Wash. 


One Lord, One Life.—I am the vine, ye 
are the branches (John 15:5). On the 
edge of a damp, still firwood in a Swiss 
valley, a friend and I found something 
about branches that made us literally shout 
for joy. An old fir stump was our les- 
son book. It had decayed away till only 
the skeleton was left, and that skeleton 
showed its secret. We had thought that 
the branches were rooted into the sub- 
stance. of the tree, just deep enough to 
hold them fast, and that from the woody 
fiber around, the sap flowed into them. 
But here they were, with nothing vague 
about them; each had within the bar a 
great shoulder that would resist all at- 
tempts at wrenching out, then it went 
tapering inward till it came to the ‘center, 
and there it was knit into a slender upright 
rod at the very heart that joined all to- 
gether, separate in their individuality, yet 
absolutely one. This is the law of branch- 
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ing for all dicotyledons; that is, the higher 
forms of plant life, the vine included; so 
that this hidden, lovely linking, heart to 
heart, out of sight must have beén in 
the mind of Christ, when he said to his 
disciples: “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches.",—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by. Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng.; and Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


Better Acquainted.— Whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he 
may give it you (v. 16). The new minis- 
ter in a Southern church preached an elo- 
quent sermon, and in his prayers seemed 
to cover the whole category of human 
wants and needs. The old darky janitor 
was an interested listener from an alcove 
in the balcony. After the service one of 
the deacons asked the old man what he 
thought of the new minister. “Don’t you 
think he offers a mighty good prayer, Uncle 
Mose?” inquired the deacon. “Ah sho’ly 
does!” replied Uncle Mose. “Why, dat 
man done axed de good Lord fo’ things 
dat de last preacher didn’t even know 
He had!”’—From Church Business. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize 
illustration, 

ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Dwelling Place.—/f ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done (John 
15:7). Wonderful promise this! Think 
of being able to “ask what ye will, and it 
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shall be done’! There are, however, two 
conditions to the promise. “Two strings,” 
if you care to put it into a modern col- 
loquialism. One condition, or string, is 
“Abide in me.” The second, “My words 
abide in you.” 

The two personal pronouns me and my 
stand for your Lord Jesus. Suppose you 
get the dictionary and look up that im- 
portant word “abide.” You register and 
stop at hotels and boarding houses. But 
you abide in your own home. “To con- 
tinue in a place,” says Mr. Webster.” Note 
the word “continue.” (Psa. 71:3; 90:1.) 

I read detective stories and love stories 
and adventure stories and histogival ro- 
mances. The more I read the less the 
impression the stories make. It would be 
next to impossible for me to give you 
next week the plot of the story that held 
me last week. 

The other summer I read all of Saba- 
tini’s delightful historical romances of cav- 
alier Europe. I had a most delightful 
season of high emprise, rescuing fair ladies, 
hobnobbing with royalties, and wiping out 
the Inquisition. But to save my life I 
don’t believe I can give you a fair synop- 
sis of a single Sabatini sermon. And I 
am noted for a good memory. 

Sabatini’s words, even though he is a 
real artist, do not abide in me or influ- 
ence my life in the smallest particular. 
But the words of the Lord Jesus, when 
they come to an earnest, serious soul, make 
a tremendous impression, and their abiding 
changes the life. So it comes that when 
one is “housed” in the Lord Jesus and 
his words are “housed” in one, Mr., Mrs., 
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or Miss One knows just what to ask, and 
Heaven knows just what to give. This is 
full fellowship. ; 


My Mother’s Fun at 94.—That my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full (v. 11). When we get old 
and “in the way” and old friends and 
neighbors for the most part gone (and 
age, unless engaged in active Christian 
work, can make few new friends) and we 
have to sing the song “Nobody loves a 
fat man” (with “old” for “fat”) — 

Yes, beloved, when that time arrives 
Age is in the market to join up with Joy. 
When it comes to knowing that happy 
fellow Mr. Real Fun, Age, if he or she 
wants to, can put it all over Youth. 

You see, Age, and I speak of Godly Age, 
usually has or can easily get the price and 
can buy the sport of which Youth has 
never so much as dreamed. Indeed, not a 
Sprouting Youngster can begin to get the 
pep and zest out of life that the “Old 
One” who is grafted in the vine with 
Christ can have. 

To illustrate, and I offer no apology for 
introducing the family, I had a dear 
mother who left us at the age of ninety- 
four waving us good-by with all her fac- 
ulties. Note, I do not write “ninety-four 
years old.” She never got “old.” Mrs. 
Patricia Pan! 

In the years gone by our shops in Mid- 
way were in the same yard as our house. 
When a moulder was burned, or a mar 
chinist mashed his finger, he ran at once 
to Mother Ridgway. When the workman 
was taken with a pain in his equator, 
Mother had the “cholera mixture” for 
him (equal parts of tincture of laudanum, 
cardamon seeds, ginger, and capsicum — 
Hot! Phew!! but it knocked the pain. 
Still does.) 

The first inhabitant of this world the 
new arrival in Midway was likely to see 
and have hear his first squall was Mother. 
The last one those called Home were likely 
to see was Mother. After closing their 
eyes, Mother saw they were properly and 
lovingly “laid out.” 

Mother’s whole life in the Midway of 
that day was for the workmen and the 
neighbors, in addition to her big family. 
I am the oldest of ten and Doctor Ridg- 
way the youngest —the “Seventh Son.” 

What has been the result? Mother is 
enshrined like a precious jewel of love 
in the hearts of Old Midway (West 
Coatesville) whether they can speak Eng- 
lish or not. Her sunset days were her 
happiest, and full of joy. Perfect health, 
jolly heart, full of pep, interested in every- 
thing, and knew more local news than the 
daily town newspaper. Her oldest and 
youngest boy active in church and Sunday 
school. Her children and grandchildren 
all in perfect form and health, living within 
three miles of her. Talk about real fun! 
Her happy Christian heart kept her young, 
and Heaven did the rest for her. Ask 
the neighbors who was the jolliest and 
liveliest old lady in West Coatesville. (Job 
11:17; Prov. 4:18; Isa. 46:4.) 


Royalty.—Ye are my friends. ... Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you 
(vs. 14, 16). When you become an Amer- 
ican billionaire and settle across the sea 
where they have the professional “Leisure 
Class” and invite the King to visit you at 
your castle you will have small hand in 
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choosing your guests, but a mighty large 
hand in paying for the entertainment. You 
will be furnished by the King’s chamber- 
lain with a list of those whom Royalty 
condescends to choose to meet. The chosen 
ones are supposed to be highly honored. 
In the olden days of silks, satins, velvets, 
laces, plumes, gold, and jewels for man’s 
attire suitable for the attire of the chosen 
man, it about bankrupted many a young 
courtier. 

However, young Lord So-and-So’s future 
largely depended upon how he “stood in 
with the administration,” so to speak. Now 
here is the point that ought to put iron 
into the blood, and steel into the back- 
bone of all young Christian young men 
(and women, too). 

Here the King himself tells you all about 
it. “Ye are my friends,” he says, “I have 
chosen you.” You belong to his company, 
and are a member of the house party. 
Nor do you have io bankrupt yourself for 
a wardrobe. He supplies it. Nothing 
fancy like the courtier of the Plantagenets 
and Stuarts, but such as they wear at 
weddings, where the slogan seems to be 
“beauty unadorned, adorned the most” 
(Matt. 22:11, 12; Col. 3:12-14; Rev. 
3:18). 

When we realize the tremendous truth 
of the Master’s statement we can only 
bow our heads in grateful humility and 
wonder just what he could have seen in 
us that we should be chosen for such high 
privilege. As we mount up into the high air 
today in airplanes and our stately palaces 
dwindle to doll houses, and rulers crawl 
as insects, we can only cry with the Psalm- 
ist, “What is man, that thou art mindful 
of him?” 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateERIAL: A branch of a grape- 
vine or a fruit tree. 











HEN I cut off this branch this morn- 

ing, it was alive. Is it alive now? 
You say No. But why? The leaves are 
fresh, and it looks all right. You insist 
that it is dead, and you are right. The 
moment I cut it off from the vine, it died, 
for the life sap could no longer flow 
through it. Fruit prunings never bear 
crops of fruit. You have seen prunings 
bloom, when the pruning was done late, 
just when they were in bud. The sap in 
the branches was sufficient to continue the 
blooming, but there the life ceased. We 
all know that a severed branch dies. We 
let them lie in the orchard in brush piles 
until they are worthless, dead, burned. 

In today’s lesson, Christ gives a wonder- 
ful picture of the close relationship between 
himself and the believer, as close as the 
vine and the branch. The life of the be- 
liever is the Christ life; the believer is 
absolutely dependent on Christ. 

Search your own life. If there is no 
fruit, it is very doubtful whether you have 
any vital union with the Lord. Thousands 
of people have a head belief about Christ, 
and think they are Christians, but they 
have never been born again, and have 


not received the life of Christ — eternal life. . 
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If you: have not that life of Christ in 
your life, then you are like a severed 
branch, dead. -Search your own heart. Be 
sure of your salvation. 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Listening to what the Lord Jesus says. 
2. The Bible is his Word. 

3. The “fruit” he wants us to “bear.” 











OULD you like to know how the 

Lord Jesus talked to his disciples? 
Well, we will pretend we are with them, 
and that we can hear his voice speaking, 
as we read our lesson (John 15: 1-16). 
Is it not lovely that we have his very 
words! 

Our lesson starts with a picture story. 
Ask the children if they have ever seen 
a vine; describe one. The gist of what 
the Lord says is, that he is the source 
of all goodness, and that he will impart 
his goodness to those who are obedient to 
him, and keep his sayings. Where may 
his sayings be found? Only in one book 
—the Bible. Stress the necessity of read- 
ing the Bible in order to know what 
these sayings are. 

The teacher might choose a few verses 
of Scripture, and give the references to 
the children, encouraging them to read 
one each day. Perhaps the verses could 
be memorized. Marks could be given, and 
the child getting the highest be allowed 
some special little treat, such as choosing 
the choruses to be sung the next Sunday. 

“Clean through the word” (v. 3). Ex- 
plain that the Bible shows us where we 
are wrong, and how to get right. Ask the 
children if they know how we may become 
clean in God’s sight; and then let them 
read 1 John 1:7, or explain simply in 
your own words. 

How lovely to think that when we ask 
the Lord Jesus to become our Saviour, 
we become part of him, just as the branch 
is part of the vine! Branches. are meant 
to bear fruit, and the Lord Jesus expects 
us to bear fruit. What fruit does he ex- 
pect to find in our lives? (Gal. 5:22, 23.) 
He tells us in verse 4 of our lesson how 
we may have this beautiful fruit. 

There are many boys and girls who ask 
the Lord Jesus to be their Saviour, but 
they allow sin to come into their lives. 
They are still his, but he is sad because 
they are bearing no fruit. What a won- 
derful promise he makes those who bear 
much: fruit; because they are obedient to 
him! (v. 7.) 

Point out that the Lord Jesus makes 
the keeping of his commandments the con- 
dition of answers to prayer, of abiding in 
his love, and of being filled with joy. We 
have one of his commandments in our 
Memory Verse (John 15:12, 13). How 
did he love us? “Even unto death.” Read 
verse 13, and then Romans 5:8. 


Expression Work 


Draw a vine bearing several bunches 
of grapes. On each bunch write the name 
of one part of the fruit of the Spirit. 


York, Enc. 





Ann 





_ is a high calling indeed! 


Lesson for October 7 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank thee 
that in him we find life indeed. As the vine 
to the branch so is he to us who believe on 
his name. We pray that we may be fruitful 
in thy service through the union with him 
who is the life and light, that union which is 
made possible by his saving and keeping grace. 
Lord Jesus, may we cease our vain struggles 
to attain by effort that which thou dost offer 
freely, fruitfulness through abiding as the 
branch in the vine. Thy choice of us as thy 
friends brings us to our knees in humble won- 
der and gratitude because of the fellowship with 
thyself thus assured. May we not. break that 
fellowship by any purpose or deed of ours! In 
thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Fellowship with 
Christ! What a wonderful privilege! For 
fellowship means “partnership.” And 
Christ Jesus chose as partners the believers 
who would yield their lives to him. That 
And the secret 
of experiencing the marvelous benefits and 
duties and joy of that partnership is just 





OWSHIP WITH 
RUITFULNESS FOR (CHRIST 


AM I ABIDING IN HIM? 
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to stay in it! Abiding, — not doubting, or 
pulling away, or being disloyal, but just 
remaining in that fellowship to which he 
has called us! How could we want any 
relationship more joyous and fruitful than 


that? What a pity that we ever allow 
any break in it! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
v 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys" Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Fruit. 
Discussion: Name some of the fruits the 


Lord clearly expects of us fellows in these 
significant days. 


Objective: Steadfastly abiding in Christ. 











AY, fellows, the Lord wants fruit from 

you and me. He has a right to ex- 
pect it. He has made every provision 
for you and me to produce it. In the fif- 
teenth chapter of John he is telling his 
disciples (and you and me) very plainly 
just how to produce it. He uses the figure 
of a grapevine, and it is so simple that 
we might easily pass right by the great 
big truth in it and miss it altogether. Scan 
closely the figures the Lord uses. Take 
them literally until you see the spiritual 
thing they teach. And-remember this: the 
spiritual truth is always bigger than the 
figure used to illustrate it. I took a chair 
out in the garden one day and sat down 
by a grapevine, determined to study it, 
simple as it was, until I got the lesson. 
The vine was in full fruit. Great clusters 
of purple grapes hung from its woody 
stems, wreathed in rich green leaves. 

The first thing I noticed was how sturdy 
the vine; it might be kicked and buffeted; 
it might bend with weight; winter’s blast 
might put an icy sheet around it; the with- 
ering heat of the August sun might beat 
upon it; but the vine remained sure and 
steadfast and thoroughly alive, the picture 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of rugged strength. There was no fruit 
on the vine, but the branches were loaded 
with luscious grapes. Back from the 
grapes I began to trace the branch that 
produced them, until I saw where it joined 
the vine. How perfect the union! It was 
not a loose-jointed or temporary attach- 
ment; it was complete and permanent. The 
branch seemed to say, “I remain right 
here, secure and unmoveable, as long as 
the vine stands.” 

You know, fellows, some folks seem to 
think that to be useful and fruitful Chris- 
tians they must be always doing some- 
thing; they must jump around and make 
a lot of commotion and a lot of noise. 
That is a great mistake. Our Lord knew 
we would be apt to make that mistake, 
so he used the word “abide.” Let’s turn 
to the Standard Dictionary. 


ABIDE—1. To wait for; look for. 2. To wait 
expectantly or defiantly; withstand. 3. To en- 
dure; put up with; submit to; accept. ... To 
continue in a place; have one’s abode; remain; 


The branch did not run up and down 
the vine. That might have been interest- 
ing —even sensational, but you know it 
would, not have borne grapes. No, it was 
simply abiding, and while it was abiding, 
the warm, juicy sap of the vine flowed into 
it and burst forth into fruit. It had to 
bear fruit; it could not fail to bear fruit. 

The true disciple of Jesus abides in 
Christ; waits for him; looks for him; 
waits expectantly for him (or defiantly 
of the Devil and withstands his fruit 
blight!). Yes, and endures (hardness — 
2 Tim. 2:3; sound doctrine — 4:3), sub- 
mits to and accepts all that his Lord stipu- 
lates; continues with him, lives in him, 
remains and dwells with him. What fol- 
lows when you do that, fellows? Why, 
you know. The Lord has just said it to 
us in the eighth verse of this great chap- 
ter: Fruit! Fruit to the glory of the 
Father, who is the Husbandman; fruit to 
the satisfaction of the Vine, our Saviour ; 
fruit to our everlasting joy. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Christian Life: 
I. Beginning by knowing Christ: 
1.In fellowship; 
2. In friendship; 
3. In obedience; 
4. In service. 


6¢ A BIDE,” “remain united,” “continue,” 

“remain” — which of these several 
translations of the key word in John’s 
fifteenth chapter will reach your girls’ 
minds most clearly, helpfully, for that re- 
lationship which lies at the root of all 
Christian living? Use that word, after 
you decide upon it, in helping them to find 
the heart of this heart-chapter in John’s 
Gospel of the inner life. 

Certainly there is no Christian living 
without this abiding in Christ—he him- 
self says so repeatedly and pointedly in 
this very passage, but what will your 
young girls think when they or you read 
“abide” or “abideth” some ten times in 
those few beautiful verses? It is such a 


. 
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beautiful word, just the best word for the 
deep fellowship of which the Saviour was 
speaking to his chosen friends, but does 
it convey his meaning to those girls of 
yours? Perhaps those other suggestions 
(above) may help you to make this secret 
of true fellowship real to them. 


2. Following, or flowing constantly 
through and from such abiding in Christ, 
will grow a friendship as surely as the 
sap of the vine flows and grows into 
branches, leaves, and fruit. One cannot 
“remain united” to this One and escape 
such a friendship as he speaks of to those 
who first heard these words of his (v. 
15). Friends are taken into confidence 
one with the other; they “conéiiue” in 
close union of thoughts and purposes; they 
know one another’s minds, 


3. Our Saviour-Friend gave those who 
first fellowshiped with him two tests by 
which to measure their abiding friendship 
for him. The first was simple obedience 
to his commands. These had been so plain 
that not one of those eleven men could 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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miss them, nor can your girls who will 
continue to study his revealed Word. 


4. The second test of this abiding fel- 
lowship is in service — “that ye bear much 
fruit.” That service is in very quiet things 
behind and under all busy outward activ- 
ities, quiet things like prayer and love 
(John 15:16, 17). This real fellowship 
continues in such beautiful things of the 
Spirit as love, joy, peace, longsuffering 
(patience), kindness, goodness, faithful- 
ness, meekness (gentleness), self-control 
Gal. 5: 22), and they are the fruit of God’s 
Holy ‘Spirit, who continues to reveal these 
very lovely things in our Lord to us and 
to make us ever more and more like him 
as we see him as he is (2 Cor. 3:18). 


Home Study 


Test your own life every day this week 
by this fruit of the abiding life, as you 
memorize John 15:16 with Galatians 5: 
22 and 2 Corinthians 3:18. How many 
and how much of this fruit of the Spirit 
do you find in yourself, daily? 


Decatur, GA. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps in Bible Study (Unit I), and 
Child Study (Unit IV), for students and 
teachers who may be unable to enroll in 
the classes of the Bible Institutes and 
other schools or community classes co-op- 
erating with the E. T. T. A. Those fol- 
lowing this course in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times should write for further informa- 
tion to Clarence H. Benson, Secretary, 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 1 
Introduction to the Old Testament 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 


O SEE the Bible as one Book, with 
one theme centering in Christ, moving 


on from Paradise lost to Paradise regained, - 


and to know the Book as a whole, is the 
foundation of all real Bible study. 

Let us not be satisfied with knowing 
about the Bible, or merely reading it, but 
give ourselves to the study of it. 

The Bible is a history of redemption, 
divided into two great sections. The Old 
Testament may be reckoned as covering 
4,000 years of this history,— about 2,000 
given to the human race as a whole 
(treated in the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis), and about 2,000 given to the 
chosen race, 

Israel was chosen: (1) As a repository 
of God’s Word; (2) as a channel for the 
introduction of the world’s Redeemer; (3) 
as a witness to the world. 

This 2,000 years of the history of Israel 
may be divided roughly into four periods 
of 500 years each: (1) As a family, with 
the altar; (2) Theocracy, with the Taber- 
nacle; (3) Kingdom, with the first Tem- 
ple; (4) Province, under the Gentiles, 
with the second Temple. 
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The 39 books of the Old Testament, in 
the English Bible, consist of: 1. The Law 
(5). 2. History (12). 3. Poetry (5). 4 
Prophecy (17). The student should know 
the subject of each book. The first five 
may be designated thus: (1) Genesis — 
Book of Beginnings; (2) Exodus — Deliv- 
erance of Israel; (3) Leviticus — Manual 
of the Priests; (4) Numbers — Wander- 
ings of Israel; (5) Deuteronomy — Re- 
view of the Law (preparation for entering 
the Land). 

Above all, we should study the Old 
Testament to find Christ, the Messiah, its 
great Theme, who first comes as the suf- 
fering Saviour, in humiliation, then as the 
reigning King, in judgment and great glory. 


we 
The Importance of Child Life 


By Clarence H. Benson 


O ONE ever magnified child life more 

than Jesus Christ. In one place he 
spoke of the honor conferred upon those 
who receive children, Did you ever stop 
to think of the significance of Christ com- 
ing into this world as a little child? His 
ministry was important. His time was 
short. Why pass through the long pre- 
paratory stages of infancy and adolescence 
to emerge finally into a comparatively 
short period of adult life? Childhood was 
to be honored for all time to come! Christ 
must have a child’s light limb, a child’s 
dimpled hand, a child’s beaming eye. And 
so when he said, “Whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name receiveth me,” 
it suggests that God comes very close to the 
heart that prepares for and receives the 
coming of a little child as the gift of God’s 
grace, 

In another place our Lord uttered a 
warning to those who neglect children. 
The disciples, in their disregard for chil- 
dren, were no different from the men and 
women of today. The world is adult- 
centered and our Lord. emphasized the 
claims of the child when he said, “Take 
heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones.” Do not say, “It is only a child.” 
The child is a masterpiece that shall out- 
live suns and systems. The greatest per- 
son whom God gave this world was a little 
child, but he was of such value that Heaven 
adjourned for a recess and came down 
through the clouds to look at him. 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for October 7) 


1. The word “abiding,” which is used some 
ten times in verses 1-16. 


2. “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit” (John 15: 16). 


3. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12: 
24). 

4. He was preparing to lay down his life 
for them (v, 13); he told them all that the 
Father had revealed to him (v. 15). 


5. By keeping his commandments, by lov- 
ing the brethren and laying down our 
life for them, by telling Christ all that is in 
our heart. 


6. When we accept Christ as Saviour, we 
are born of the Spirit, and we are baptized 
by the Spirit into the Body of Christ, that 
is, into vital, spiritual union with him. This 
union means that what his death accomplished 
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he accomplished for us, and that he is liv- 
ing his resurrection life in us. ‘ 


7. Father, Son, and Spirit all take up their 
abode in the heart of each redeemed soul 
(John 14:23). The Holy Spirit takes of 
the things of Christ and makes them ours, 
but Christ himself also dwells within, and 
he is personally distinct from the Spirit, 
though one with him. 


8. The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 
The love of God is shed abroad in the heart 
through the Holy Spirit, and this love reaches 
out to others, bearing fruit in winning others 
to Christ and transforming their lives. 

. By faith (Eph. 3:17). By prayer and 
Bible study. By loving one another and 
seeking to win souls. 


10. When we abide, we ask what we will 


and the answer to these prayers is the fruit 
that glorifies God (John 15:7, 8, 16). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 14. Economic Conditions Today: What 
Is Good and What Is Bad in Them. Jas. 5 :1-8. 





Sunday, October 7 


“This Is My Task’? (John 17 : 19) 
(A commitment meeting) 





Mon.—A survey (Num. 13 : 17-20). 

Tues.—Sowers of the word (Luke 8 : 1-15). 

Wed.—Soul-winning (Matt. 4 : 18-22). 

Thurs.—Jesus’ task (John 5 : 36-38). 

Fri.—Helping the needy (Prov. 19: 17). 

Sat.—Consecration to our task (Rom. 12: 
&%» 2) 











What work do you engage to do this year? 

What work does your committee accept for 
this year? 

How may we make sure that our tasks are 
really done? 

UR prayer meeting for this week must 

necessarily be somewhat of a con- 
tinuation of last week’s meeting. Then 
we thought of the aims for the coming 
year. This year we are to think of the 
tasks in hand. 

It is not enough to have a worth while 
aim. In a certain town, there is the bronze 
figure of an archer standing with drawn 
bow and poised arrow ready for the shot. 
His eye is fixed on an imaginary target, 
but the arrow has not yet reached its 
destination. 

Paul had a very definite and worth while 
aim, but he also tells us that he did some- 
thing about it. Listen, “I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). 

In Hebrews we find the same thought, 
in the twelfth chapter, verses 1 and 2. 
We are to look unto Jesus, who is the 
goal of our race, but we are also to run 
with patience, or perseverance. 


oe 

Many of us have no doubt driven an 
automobile, or at least have sat at the 
wheel. of one. Is it easy to turn the 
wheel when the car is standing still? It 
requires quite an exertion, doesn’t it? But 
the moment the car begins to move under 
the power of the engine, the steering wheel 
can be turned by a child. 

God has difficulty sometimes in steer- 
ing us into the service he has designed 
for us, because he cannot get us into 
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motion. Therefore, it is. well that, at 
the beginning of-this fall and winter sea- 
son, we should look about us, as individ- 
uals and as a group, and take stock of 
the tasks that are immediately at hand. 


ye 

And let us be prepared to find that 
perhaps the first task for us will be a 
very simple one. There are many who 
never accomplish anything for Christ be- 
cause they are not willing to do the little 
and unnoticed tasks. A certain young man, 
preparing for the ministry, expressed his 
desire to work in the Sunday school of 
the church that he attended.. An oppor- 
tunity came in the Junior Department. But, 
when the place .of service was offered 
to him, he scorned it. “Do you want me 
to put on an apron and take care of chil- 
dren?” he asked. Yet it may have been 
the very thing that that young man needed 
was to learn how to present Bible truths 
simply and clearly, so that a child might 
understand them. Perhaps he also needed 
to learn patience and love in dealing with 
others, 

But, having asked God to give us his 
vision for the coming year, and having 
taken up our work for the tasks in hand, 
how may we be sure that the tasks are 
really accomplished? Here is where we 
shall need to lean hard upon the Lord 
Jesus. The most absorbing of tasks some- 
times may become very trying and dis- 
couraging. It may seem, sometimes, as 
though we are no nearer the goal than 
we were at the beginning. Even Chris- 
tian friends may dishearten us. But the 
Lord Jesus has promised to be our yoke 
fellow. Do you remember his words, 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; .. . for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light”? (Matt. 11: 29.) 

No task, however commonplace or try- 
ing, need ever be too much for us, if we 
permit him to share the yoke with us. 
And we may be absolutely certain that, 
with him, the task will be well done and 
will be completed. Perhaps others may 
not consider it so, but we shall have the 
glad assurance of his “well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” - 

Shall we not, then, at this consecration 
meeting tell the Lord Jesus afresh that 
we want him to be our yoke fellow in 
every task, and shall we not yield to him 
our hearts and lives in glad obedience 
that shall make every task a joyous one 
with him? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


A War Veteran's Conversion 
in Belgium 
(Concluded from page 595) 


doubt whether I am converted, whether I 
really am a child of God, Satan still 
has such a hold over me. But I know 
the reason for this. Many years ago one 
ef my children was seriously ill. It was 
Saturday evening. I went to a fortune- 
teller who did not know me at all. I had 
just entered the place, and before I could 
say a single thing, she said: ‘Madam, you 
have a sick child.’ I asked her how she 
knew. She replied in this way: ‘Well, 
now, you come to me, and I take it that 
you really believe that I can tell you some- 
thing. If you do not believe me there is 
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no use for. you to come here. Return to 
your home, for next Monday afternoon at 
four o’clock, your child will die.’ 

“I went back home, filled with sorrow. 
Monday afternoon at four o’clock my child 
died. It was just as the fortune-teller had 
said. Since that time I have been to her 
several times and have taken others along. 
Now I see the dreadfulness of it. Later on 
I felt myself completely in the power of 
Satan. My conversion took place under 
great stress and battling, and for the past 
two years I have suffered terrible nights.” 

But she has since been delivered. Her 
chains have been struck off by the Al- 
mighty Deliverer, the Captain of her sal- 
vation. Fears and doubts have been re- 
placed by an abounding and an abiding joy. 
In her unspeakable happiness, she is con- 
sumed with the desire to win others to her 
Saviour, and with another Christian sister 
at this post she plans to do personal work. 

In -closing, and in appreciation of the 
ministry of the printed page, might it not 
be profitable to mention the fact that this 


-woman’s deliverance was largely due to 


her reading of the following books: 

“Alive from the Dead,” by George 
Goodman; “How to Live the Victorious 
Life,” by the “Unknown Christian”; “The 
Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” by 
James H. McConkey.! 

Pray for these new converts and for 
all the Lord’s work in Belgium. 

BrusseELs. 

we 


Why the Demon Returned 
(Concluded from the second page) 


picture! Such sinners usually become more 
defiant and daring. Often when men have 
backslidden from self-effort they become 
worse than ever before. This is God’s 
warning to all who are relying on any- 
thing less than “Jesus’ blood and right- 
eousness” and a definite change of heart. 
“And every one that heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built 
his house upon the sand: and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it” 
(Matt: 7:26, 27). 

Whatever a man’s case may be, God is 
still mighty and willing to save. God 
has given us the record of “Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom went seven 
devils’ (Luke 8:2). Nothing is too hard 
for God. Christ cast these demons out, 
and Mary Magdalene ministered unto Jesus 
and worshiped at Calvary (Mark 15: 40, 
41), and she was the first to whom our 
Saviour appeared on the morning of his 
resurrection (Mark 16:9). Thus our Sav- 
jour showed mercy, and gave forgiveness 
and deliverance to a sinner of deepest dye. 
The demons could never return in this 
heart, for Christ had become the Master 
of the house, and he says, “I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand” (John 10: 28). 





1The first book (price not known at present) 
and the second ($1, boards; $1.35, cloth) may 
be ordered from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, Mr. Mc- 
Conkey’s book may be had on request from 
the Pittsburgh Bible and Tract House, 721 
Frighton Road, Pittsburgh, a work supported 
by voluntary contributions. 
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I. “ Please Forgive Me!” 
By Clara B. Blair 


This is the first of several true stories from 
Africa, told to Miss Blair by a friend who 
spent some years on the mission field. They 
will be continued in early issues of the Times. 
“A TOW, what is the trouble, k vonder,” 
said a teacher in the mission school, 
to her companion, as the sound of angry 
voices reached them. 

“Oh! Nandi, probably,” replied the other 
as she arose and started for the scene of 
the trouble. 

Yes, it was Nandi, the most troublesome 
and yet the most lovable of all the girls 
in this East African mission. Nandi’s 
mother was dead, and the little girl had 
been living with an uncle and aunt. They 
were not cruel to her, but food was some- 
times scarce. When this was the case, 
Nandi got what was left, if there were 
any left, after all the family were fed. 
She had heard that there was always plenty 
to eat at the mission, so she determined 
to go there. Her uncle and aunt were 
glad to be rid of her, and the missionaries 
were willing to take her, so here she was 
and here she had been for some months. 

Ever since her arrival Nandi had been 
alternately the hope and the despair of 
the missionaries. Her black eyes could 
flash fire or look love, and her nimble 
tongue could speak angry words or beg 
forgiveness for her sins. 

Now the two women stood gazing sadly 
at the group on the porch. Aluda had 
come from a neighboring hut to spend 
the night with the mission girls. She and 
Nandi had got into a dispute over some- 
thing. Words were followed by blows. 
Nandi seemed to have the best of the fight. 
She had torn Aluda’s dress off her body 
and broken her necklace, scattering the 
beads upon the ground. A number of 
other girls were standing around, taking 
sides with one or the other. No one seemied 
to be listening to anyone else. The mis- 
sionaries, trying to listen to all, could un- 
derstand nothing. Seeing that they were 
being watched, the girls stopped fighting. 
Aluda turned and ran toward’ home. Nandi 
slunk away to her room, and all the others 
slipped out of sight. 

“Now,” said one of the missionaries to 
the other, as they walked slowly back to 
their room, “what next?” 

“Nandi must be disciplined,” replied the 
other. 

The next day Nandi was called to the 
mission house and asked about the trouble. 

“She ate my bananas,” Nandi answered 
defiantly. 

“And what did you do?” asked the mis- 
sionary. 

“I beat her,” was the reply. 

“Did that do any good? Did it bring 
back your bananas? Did it make either 
one of you feel better?” the missionary 
asked. 

Nandi dropped her head and made no 
reply. After being talked to for a long 
time, Nandi said she was sorry. 
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“Are you sorry enough to make it 
right?” the missionary inquired. 

“What can I do?” Nandi asked. 

“You have more than one dress,” 
the reply, “and you have beads.” 

“Do you mean I* should give her some 
of mine?” 








THE FACTS 
Indicate 
THE NEED 


THE FACTS: 

1, Ten thousand small communities in 
rural America with no church. 

2. Thirty thousand villages with no resi- 
dent pastor. 

3. Thirteen million, four hundred thou- 
sand children under twelve years of 
age with no regular religious in- 
struction. 

4. The American Sunday-School Union 
is the only Christian agency confin- 
ing its labors entirely to this needy 
rural field. 

THE NEED 

1. A clearer realization that the task of 
Christianizing America is the fore- 
most obligation of her citizenship. 

2. Additional contributorswhowill make 
possible the continuance in service 
of our missionaries in every district. 

3. Sufficient funds to make possible the 
underwriting of those items of travel 
expense formerly allowed all mis- 
sionaries. 

4. Still other missionaries to go out in 
the name of the Master to tell the 
old, old story to the otherwise un- 
reached in our land. 

In view of the above facts revealing the 
pressing need existing in our own country, 
will you help us by your prayers and 
generous assistance to meet this need? 

“ The best investment is that which is 
made in the moral and spiritual welfare 
of our children.” 

Contributions may be given to any missionary or 
District Superintendent, or sent to— 


THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 




















A Cry For Help From 
the Russian Field 


Many native Russian Gospel Preachers are 
appealing for help to relieve the suffering of 
our Russian brethren, to enter open doors 
with the Gospel of Christ, and to bring spirit- 
ual relief to the needy Russian Field, the 
only effective method to stop the rising tide 
of atheism and radicalism. 


The RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION now 
supports 44 native workers in the Soviet 
Union and on the Borders of Russia. Others 
are ready to go if the means are provided. 
Will you answer this cry with your prayers 
and contributions? Address all communi- 
cations to the RUSSIAN GOSPEL. 
ASSOCIATION, 2109 LeMoyne Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, 


(Russian Gospel News Bulletin sent free 
upon request). 
Executive Committee and Advisory Council: 


Rev. Peter Deyneka Be. et Jones 
neral Director Bb. J. Heetderks 
Dr. Paul W. Rood Dr. Louis R. Patmont 


Chairman Rev. Roy L. Laurin 
Mr, George A. Benson Rev. W. H. Lugibihi 
Executive Secretary & Rev. A. A. Smith 


Treasurer Rev. Walter Hartz 
DrArthur I. Brown Rev. E. G. Zorn 
Mr. C. B. Hedstrom Rev. Emil Burk 
Rev. ook Herrin Rev. Ernie Brown 
Dr. WW: Buswell, Rev. Howard W, Ferrin 
Dr. E, Biederwalf Rev. H. W. Lambert 
Dr. Norman &. Harrison Rev. Q. E. McCracken 
Dr. Mark A. Matthews’ Rev. Peter MacFarlane 4 
Dr. W. B: Hogg Rev. Frank L. Reetzke 
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“Would not that be the right thing to 
do?” 

“T’ll do it,’ Nandi said, after a moment’s 
hesitation, and she left the mission and 
started for Aluda’s hut, as the two mis- 
sionaries prayed for her. 

“T have come to ask you to forgive me, 
Aluda,” she said. “And I have brought 
you one of my dresses and some beads.” 

“Oh, Nandi,” exclaimed Aluda, “I do 
not want your dress or your beads, but 
I do want to be friends! I am glad you 
are not angry at me any more.” 

And Nandi went back to the mission 
house with a smile and a light heart. 


(To be continued) 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

ons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


» 
October 1 to 7 
Mon.—John 15 : 1-7. 
Christ’s Relationship to Us. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Joined to Christ 
we partake of his life. Mere contact with 
Christ brightens a life; but union with 
him saves, sanctifies, and glorifies. Not- 
withstanding our numerous failings and 
blemishes Christ loves us more tenderly 
than a husband can ever love his wife. 
His love is pure, sincere, ardent, and con- 
stant. The union is vital and indissoluble. 
Pray for all mission stations along the 
Brahmaputra River, India. 


Tues.—John 15 : 8-16. Our Relationship to Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our union with 
Christ was his choice. “I have chosen 
you.” Our union with Christ is a per- 
fect union. In the closest society there 
is a gap between souls, as there is a film 
of air even between atoms, but it must not be 
so between the Christian and Christ. Re- 
lationship should be always intimate. Pray 
for ministering servants of Christ along 
the ancient River Nile. 


Wed.—James 2 : 18-26. 
Abraham the Friend of God. 
PraYeR Svuccestions: “Abraham my 
friend.” “I have cailed YOU friends.” 
“YE are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” The world is hostile to 
God. “And you, that were sometime alien- 
ated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled” (Col. 
1:21). “If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him” (John 14:23). Pray 
for the millions unreached along the River 
Mekong, China. 


Thurs.—Exodus 33 : 9-16. 
God Speaking with Moses. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: God spoke with 
Moses face to face. Moses experienced 
the nearness of God above all other serv- 
ants of God. God’s voice comes to us 
through his Son. Trust no inner voice. 
“If any man teach otherwise, and consent 
not to wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc- 
trine which is according to godliness; he 
is proud, knowing nothing” (1.Tim. 6: 
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3, 4). 
the Yellow River, China. 


Fri.—John 11 : 1-11. Jesus the Friend of Lazarus: 
. Prayer Succestions: “Jesus loved ; 
Lazarus.” His love included for him the 
bed of death. In his tomb Lazarus is 
still called, “friend.” Can you trust the 
Lord Jesus when he lets you suffer? “I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the ‘love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8: 38, 39). Pray for Christ’s wit- 
nesses along the Congo River. 
Sat.—Luke 7 : 39-50. Jesus the Friend of Sinners. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Enemies of Christ 
discovered his friendship for sinners. They 
could not know his love which passeth 
knowledge. The incarnation and atone- 
ment give us an everlasting incentive to 
sing: “What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
Pray for God’s servants along the Ama- 
zon River. 
Sun.—Matthew 4 : 18-25. 

Choosing Companions in Service. 

PraYER SuGcEestTions: Our Lord Jesus 
called the disciples to be with him, and 
that he might send them forth to preach. 
Companionships in this service were chosen 
by the Lord, in the same wisdom that 
made the world and flung stars into their 
courses. Ask the Lord to bless your con- 
tacts and associations, conversations and 
ministrations. Pray for missionaries along 
the River Yangtse, China. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
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75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
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Pray. for Gospel workers along 
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